There is another class of cases in which, from various causes, the circulation through the abdominal and renal veins becomes more or less obstructed, and thus sometimes spontaneously, perhaps more frequently from the conjoined effect of accidental determination to the kidneys, a sufficient degree of congestion of these organs is produced to cause the temporary appearance of albumen in the urine. Thus it has been observed in cases of peritonitis (probably affecting chiefly that portion adjacent to the kidneys) by Nystel and others ; in pregnancy by Rayer ; during the crisis of fever, certain cutaneous affections, and some inflammatory diseases, (particularly pneumonia), by Solon ; in hypertrophy of the heart, with valvular obstruction by M. Forget; in chronic inflammation of the liver by Graves ; in phthisis, sometimes slightly in diabetic urine, and in a fe\V other cases, in all of which, either from suspension of the cutaneous function and consequent increased action of the kidneys, or from a direct obstruction to the venous circulation in which the renal veins participated, some degree of congestion in these organs may naturally be supposed to have existed.
Mr. Robinson next alludes to the exceptions to the rule insisted on. They may, he observes, be briefly stated to be comprised in those cases in which pus or other albuminous matter is suspended in the urine from inflammation of some part of the genito-urinary mucous membrane. Thus it has been found more or less albuminous in cases of old and severe stricture, in a bladder inflamed and irritated by a calculus, during the passage of a calculus down the ureter, and would probably present the same character if examined in the acute stage of gonorrhoea; but it must also be remembered that these affections will each ultimately tend to produce renal congestion and irritation, so that in old cases it will sometimes be a doubtful point to determine whether the albumen is derived from the inflamed mucous membrane or from the kidney.
As the pelvis of the kidney may be considered to form a part of that 
